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Editorial Remark 
 
This maiden issue of the Caribbean Journal of Philosophy (CJP) is the product 
of the tenacity of many individuals, who, over the years, have been supportive of the 
vision and desire of the Philosophy Section, Department of Language, Linguistics and 
Philosophy, University of the West Indies, Mona Campus, Kingston, Jamaica to inscribe, 
nurture and propagate the culture of deliberative reflection, inquiry, and speculation on 
all aspects of human experience, and the utilization of ensuing critical analysis in all 
aspects of academic engagements and in the wider domains of human existence by 
students, faculty, general staff and the members of society at large, as a means of 
facilitating the evolution and development of a cultured, civilized and humane existence 
in Jamaica, the region and beyond.  To that end, it is signal that the first issue of the 
Caribbean Journal of Philosophy (CJP) should start with critical reflection on a theme 
which annotates a phenomenon which has enveloped humanity, by design for some, but 
by accident for others of the human family – that is, Globalisation. 
 
In 2004, the 10
th
 Annual Conference of International Society for African 
Philosophy and Studies (ISAPS) was hosted by the Philosophy Section of the Department 
of Language, Linguistics and Philosophy, University of the West Indies, Mona Campus, 
Jamaica, on the theme Globalisation.   Many intellectually stimulating papers, from a 
diversity of critically important backgrounds, were presented by some of the best minds 
researching the issue of Globalisation.  The fact that the Philosophy Unit, under the then 
Faculty of Arts, UWI Mona hosted the first conference of ISAPS in 1994, when Dr. John 
Ayotunde (Tunde) Isola Bewaji was the founding President of ISAPS, and the return of 
the Society to Mona on its 10
th
 Anniversary was not missed by all present.  More 
importantly, the high level of scholarship of the papers presented led the organisers and 
the executive of the Society to the decision that the papers be edited and published in a 
Monograph form. 
 
The Philosophy Section then wrote a grant proposal to the UWI Mona New 
Initiative Funds in the Office of the Principal and contacted Arawak Publishers who were 
most willing to publish the collection.  A letter of funding support was written from the 
University Campus Principal’s Office granting the Philosophy Section the sum of Two 
Hundred and Fifty Thousand Jamaican Dollars (J$250,000.00) toward preparing the 
papers for publication.  Surely, this was very encouraging, and members of the 
Philosophy Section was very thankful for the generosity of the University, but as a result 
of the turnover of Faculty in the Philosophy Section over the last few years, when the 
Section finally approached the University for the fund, no record of the original grant 
letter could be found! 
 
However, discussion was initiated with members of the Philosophy Section, 
Department of History and Philosophy, University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus, 
Barbados, about starting a journal of Philosophy in the University of the West Indies 
family.  This was a welcome initiative from their perspective and, in the deliberations that 
followed, a number of academic and administrative decisions were taken, of which the 
germane ones are: to make the journal an electronic one so as to have the widest 
possible access to readers and researchers, and to select from and edit through the 
peer review process the essays presented at the 10
th
 Annual Conference of ISAPS at 
the Mona Conference in 2004 for publication as the first issue. 
 
Given this background information, the publication of this first issue of 
Caribbean Journal of Philosophy (CJP) owes so much gratitude on many fronts that 
must be acknowledged upfront.  In this regard, we must begin by thanking the Office of 
the Campus Principal, University of the West Indies, Mona Campus for providing the 
funding support for the Conference and resources for the hosting of the Caribbean 
Journal of Philosophy (CJP) on UWI Mona Website.  Dr. Kathryn Shields-Brodber was 
the Head of Department when the Conference was hosted in 2004 (which was the year 
the Philosophy Prgramme was Reviewed also) and is the current Head of Department 
when this first issue is being published.  The Editors of the journal acknowledges her 
support for Philosophy at the University of the West Indies, Mona Campus and thank her 
for always being willing to find the resources to carry forward the vision of the Section of 
Philosophy, even in difficult financial circumstances.  Dr. Richard Goodridge (former 
HOD, Department of History and Philosophy, UWI Cave Hill Campus), Mr. Ed Brandon, 
Dr. Fred Ochieng’Odhiambo, and Ms. Roxanne Burton (the Cave Hill crew) made 
sacrifices to ensure that this first issue sees the light of day and deserve very high 
commendation.  At the Mona Campus, Professor Hubert Devonish (former HOD, 
Department of Language, Linguistics and Philosophy), Mr. Joseph Pereira (UWI Mona 
Deputy Principal), Professor Carolyn Cooper (former Director, Institute of Caribbean 
Studies and Reggae Studies Unit) and Institute of Caribbean Studies and Reggae Studies 
Unit, UWI Mona, Dr. Lawrence Bamikole, Dr. Joseph Gaie (two former colleagues in the 
Philosophy Section, UWI Mona), Dr. Earl St. Clair McKenzie (a retired colleague, 
Philosophy Section, UWI Mona), Dr. Oswald Harding, Mr. Harvey Willis, Ms. Sandra 
McCalla, Mr. Simeon Mohansingh, Ms. Avaloi Forbes, Miss Peta-Ann Long (colleagues 
in the Philosophy Section over the years), Ms. Karen Clarke, Ms. Shayzan McBeam, Ms. 
Chantel McCleod (administrative staff in the Department), all deserve high praise for 
their support, effort and sacrifices to make this journal possible.  It will be remiss on the 
Editorial team’s part if special thank you mention is not made of the UWI Mona MITS 
staff, who has been there always, to patiently and professionally guide us through the 
process, Mr. Sean Newman.  And for the original conference venue, we thank Mr. 
Kamau Chionesu and the Mona School of Business for their accommodating generosity.  
It is the hope of the Editorial team that their effort will continue to bear intellectual fruits 
in the years to come ad infinitum. 
 
There are two essays which were not part of the original essays presented at the 
conference which are included in this first issue of Caribbean Journal of Philosophy 
(CJP).  These are the Distinguished Public Lectures delivered by two very 
distinguished visitors to the Philosophy Section during the academic year 2008-2009.  
The first is by Professor Robert (Rex) Welshon, Fulbright Visiting Professor in 
Philosophy to UWI Mona from University of Colorado, USA, on “The Spark of 
Awareness”, which, though not within the general devotion of interest to exploring 
Globalisation in the usual way in which Globalisation is debated, yet it would be 
obvious that a careful reading of his essay will show that his usage of “contemporary 
neuroscientific and evolutionary advances to understand the emergence of human 
consciousness and its neural realizing mechanisms” cannot be divorced from issues of 
Globalisation, as he clearly presented consciousness not as a parochial issue but as one 
of global importance in everything we do as humans, sharing a diminishing geo-social, 
economic, political, information, military and other spaces.  The second is by Professor 
Olúfémi Táíwò from Seattle University, USA, a distinguished Visiting Professor in 
Philosophy to UWI Mona, on “Africa and her Challenge to Modernity”, in which he 
explored the place of Africa within the global intellectual, social, economic, political, 
cultural and other contexts, through his exploration of three very critical questions: a) 
What have been the relations between Africa and modernity? b) How have Africa and its 
phenomena featured in the discourse of modernity? and, c) Why should we care about 
these questions?  It is clear that these two essays are, in different ways, very relevant and 
material to the consideration of Globalisation and, therefore, belong in this issue of 
Caribbean Journal of Philosophy (CJP); so that their inclusion is a small token of our 
gratitude to the wealth of knowledge and intellectual inspiration they brought to bear on 
teaching, research and scholarship at the Philosophy Section, Department of Language, 
Linguistics and Philosophy, UWI Mona during their visit. 
 
The other essays in this issue are Nkiruka Ahiauzu’s “On the Normative Aspects 
of Globalisation”, Lawrence O. Bamikole’s “Globalisation and Terrorism 
Discourse”, John Ayotunde (Tunde) Isola Bewaji’s “The geographies of reason - 
remapping the existential model across cultural boundaries”, Roxanne E. Burton’s 
“Globalisation and Cultural Identity in Caribbean Society: The Jamaican Case”, 
Workine Kelbesa’s “In Search of an Ethical Response to Environmental Impact of 
Globalisation”, Cynthia Hewitt’s “Agency, Spirituality, and Identity under 
Neocolonialism: Nkrumaism and Social Analysis”, and Fredrick Ochieng’-
Odhiambo’s “Philosophic Sagacity: Aims and Functions”.  The Editorial team 
commends their patience, while it is hoped that though going through the learning curve 
of publishing a first class electronic journal may be tasking, the quality of scholarship in 
the contents of the journal and the regularity of publication of quality issues will reward 
the effort and resources that went into this issue and that will go into future issues. 
